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(57) Abstract: Method and system for determining a norm to apply to 
a patient being examined in which at least one physical characteristic 
of the patient is determined from the examination and guidelines relat- 
ing thereto are obtained. Information about the patient other than from 
the examination and established norms for each characteristic are also 
obtained. An established norm to be applied to the patient is selected 
based on the determination of the characteristic(s), the guidelines relat- 
ing to the determination thereof, and the information about the patient 
other than from the examination. The selection of the norm is performed 
by an inference engine. The norm is applied to the characteristic, e.g., 
a measured anatomical feature, to obtain a normal value therefor. The 
measured anatomical feature is compared to the normal value to deter- 
mine whether it is indicative of a normal or abnormal condition. 
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